Interpartner conflict and child abuse risk among African Americ...

http://childabuse.researchtoday.net/archive/4/5/716.htm

Child Abuse Research Today is a free monthly online journal that collates and summarizes the latest research about Child
Abuse, including details on family violence, examinations, long-term effects, psychiatrics disorders.

Ads by Google

Child Abuse
Research Today
Home

Interpartner conflict and child abuse risk among African American
and Latino adolescent parenting couples.

Journal
The Online Journal
Full Text Journals

Moore DR, Florsheim P

Research Studies

View Latest Issue

Department of Psychology, University of Puget Sound, Tacoma, WA, USA.

Information About
Child Abuse

OBJECTIVE: The goal of this study was to identify
links between observed conflict interactions and risk
for child abuse and harsh parenting among a
multiethnic sample of adolescent mothers (14-19
years) and young fathers (14-24 years). METHODS:
Prior to childbirth (T1), observation-based
relationship data were collected from 154 expectant
adolescent couples as well as information about
physical aggression between partners. Two years
after childbirth (T2), data relevant to harsh
disciplinary practices and child abuse-prone attitudes
were collected from both young mothers and
fathers. Multiple regression analyses were run to
examine the correspondence between (a) couples'
relationship quality prior to childbirth and (b)
subsequent risk for harsh and potentially abusive parenting practices. RESULTS: Findings
indicated that interpartner violence prior to childbirth predicted physically punitive parenting
behavior for fathers, but not for mothers. Young mothers and fathers observed to be more
warmly engaged with each other during their pre-birth couple interactions (T1) reported
lower rates of physically punitive parenting behavior with their children at T2. Couples'
hostility at T1 predicted fathers' level of observed hostility toward his child during a
structured play activity at T2. CONCLUSIONS: Results underscore the importance of
addressing the quality of couples' relations as means of preventing dysfunctional parenting
practices among adolescent mothers and their partners. Adolescent mothers and their
partners are at heightened risk for engaging in dysfunctional parenting, including child
abuse. Focusing on pregnant adolescents and their partners, this study sought to identify
interpersonal predictors of child abuse risk. Although this study did not involve administering
prevention or intervention services, the goal was to test hypotheses that would inform the
development of programs for young at-risk couples. PRACTICE IMPLICATIONS: The decision
to recruit young couples prior to childbirth was based on the presumption that this period of
time could provide a window of opportunity to administer couple-based child abuse
prevention programs. Consistent with previous research on marital relations and parenting,
results of this study support the idea that efforts to develop and administer preventiveintervention programs targeting at-risk couples could help reduce the occurrence of harsh
parenting behavior and abuse.

Books on Child
Abuse
Advertising in
Research Today
View Other Research
Today Publications

Full-Text Online
Journals
Full-text journals for
academic research at
Questia Online Library.
www.Questia.com/Journals

Clinical Research
Software
Get Consistency,
Control & Compliance
w/ Clinical Trials-More!
www.SAS.com

Leader in
LC/MS/MS
Discover the Analytical
Power of LC/MS/MS.
Read an App Note
Now!
www.ABSCIEX.com/LC-MS-MS

M.S. in Clinical
Research
Practical
FDA-compliance
Masters in Clinical Trial
Studies. Free Info.

Published 12 May 2008 in Child Abuse Negl, 32(4): 463-75.
Full-text of this article is available online (may require subscription).
Place a permanent text-link or advertisement here for just US$15.

EducationDegreeSource.com/OnlineCRA

Online Journal
Archives
Research full-text
articles from
thousands of journal
publications.
HighBeam.com/JournalResearch

Paid Research Studies

Evidence Based Healthcare

Participate in new clinical research trials in
San Francisco
www.benchmarkresearch.net

Put the power of our peer-reviewed evidence
into your hospital today
www.ZynxHealth.com

© 2005-2011 Child Abuse Research Today. All Rights Reserved.

Child Abuse Research
Today Archive:
Volume 1 (2005)
Issue 1 (September)
Issue 2 (October)
Issue 3 (November)
Issue 4 (December)
Volume 2 (2006)
Issue 1 (January)
Issue 2 (February)
Issue 3 (March)
Issue 4 (April)
Issue 5 (May)
Issue 6 (June)
Issue 7 (July)
Issue 8 (August)
Issue 9 (September)
Issue 10 (October)
Issue 11 (November)
Issue 12 (December)
Volume 3 (2007)
Issue 1 (January)
Issue 2 (February)
Issue 3 (March)
Issue 4 (April)
Issue 5 (May)
Issue 6 (June)
Issue 7 (July)
Issue 8 (August)
Issue 9 (September)
Issue 10 (October)
Issue 11 (November)
Issue 12 (December)
Volume 4 (2008)
Issue 1 (January)
Issue 2 (February)
Issue 3 (March)
Issue 4 (April)
Issue 5 (May)
Issue 6 (June)
Issue 7 (July)
Issue 8 (August)
Issue 9 (September)
Issue 10 (October)
Issue 11 (November)
Issue 12 (December)
Volume 5 (2009)
Issue 1 (January)
Issue 2 (February)
Issue 3 (March)
Issue 4 (April)
Issue 5 (May)
Issue 6 (June)
Issue 7 (July)
Issue 8 (August)
Issue 9 (September)
Issue 10 (October)
Issue 11 (November)
Issue 12 (December)
Volume 6 (2010)
Issue 1 (January)
Issue 2 (February)
Issue 3 (March)
Issue 4 (April)
Issue 5 (May)

1 of 2

2/10/11 1:46 PM

